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Rickôs Ramblingsé 
Hello CSI friends and family. 
     Every morning I look out at the Lutze Housebarn as I prepare my breakfast.  Today, February 14, 2021, -10Á; I 
think of the Valentineôs Days of my ancestors.  
     I'm sure that someone was charged with keeping the woodstove going during the middle of the night. Having 
to leave their feather beds to fill the stove, would not have been a job that I would volunteer for.  
     The cattle in the barn may have been making extra noise, due to the cold.  The beams would have been creak-
ing and moaning with the wind and the changes of temperature. The stove pipes would be clanging with the     
expansion and contraction, during the heating and cooling of the central heating system of the housebarn. 
     The highlight of going to work in the morning: never having to leave the building.   
     Valentine's Day may have meant an exchange of an oral statement: even though written valentines were       
already being exchanged in the early 1400's and mass produced valentines were being exchanged in the 1840's. 
     Looking forward to warmer weather and being able to get some more work done on the siding/windows of the 
Housebarn this summer. 
     Hope you will come and help. Second and fourth Saturday of May, June, July, August, September, October. 
Respectfully: Richard Lutze  President CSI 

Covid-19 Precautions 
 For the safety of our volunteers and visitors, CSI is practicing Covid-19 precautions for those attending 
Lutze Housebarn workdays.  Masks must be worn inside the building. Six feet social distancing is expected and 
a bring your own lunch instead of our usual potluck lunch. A hand washing station is available for frequent hand 
washing. 
 All other CSI special events have been canceled until further notice. 

Letters to the Editor 
When the Centreville Settlement newsletter comes in the mail it is always a priority-read. I love being whisked 
away from my current home in Florida to my heartôs home in Sheboygan. My grandparents, Oscar and Emma 
(Wagner) Lutze are buried in the Saxon Cemetery so I read that article with interest. Since I know that maintain-
ing the archives is so important to your cause, I just wanted to offer that the flag pole, erected in 2003 was what 
the cemetery board decided to do with the monetary gift from my mother, Myrtle LUTZE Fischer (also note the 
spelling of Fischer.) Christian Gottlieb Lutze and Friedericka Christine Rost Lutze were my motherôs great 
grandparents.   Charmaine (Fischer) Ponkratz 

State of the Times Outhouse 
This outhouse was donated by     
Gilbert Arends from his family 
farm.   
The inside has oak seats donated by 
Bemis Mfg., potpourri, catalogues 
for wiping, and a calendar. 



Highlights from the February 20, 2021 Board of Directors Meeting  
§ The Cleveland State Bank has donated $1000 to CS. 
§ Other grants being worked on are for the Jeffris foundation, State Historic Society, West 
Foundation, Kohler Foundation. 

§ A comprehensive business plan is being completed which is necessary for grant writing and 
organization direction. 

§ A program is being planned for fall 2022 on German POWs in Wisconsin. 
§ We are adding CentrevilleSettlement.org as our most public website, centrevillesettlment.com 
will become more focused as an óinternal organization toolô for our digital collections and 
business activities 

§ A program is being discussed that would have an enactor portray and read Vern 
Wernecke's war time diaries. 

§ All the poster boards, scrap boards and photos are being inventoried and docu-
mented where stored. 

§ Richard continues to update CS Facebook page.  Be sure to go to it and ñlikeò 
it. 

§ A Brat Fry is planned for May 2, 2021 at the Piggly Wiggly in Plymouth.  Please support 
CS by attending. 

 
§ The CS annual Old Fashioned Christmas Dinner will be at Meats 
in St. Nazianz on December 5, a Sunday.  It will start at 2:30 pm 
and include a short program on the German POWôs in Wisconsin.  
Dinner at 5pm.  

Highlights from Bob Fay Archeological Report  
Í Bob began the digs in 1994 with a small area just outside the main door. He did more in 1995 and in 2001, 
2002, and in 2003 the Manitowoc Public Schools did a archeological dig as a summer project.  The students 
gained experience and CS benefited. Bob returned in 2004 for additional work on the north side of the building. 

Í 7052 artifacts were recovered. All the significant artifacts will be photographed, described with where found, 
the estimated age and ideas of likely use. 
Some items recovered: 

      a. 1917 Liberty coin.  

 b. 1977 nickel. 

 c. plaster from the kitchen area that shows blue with darker blue rag prints covered over a dark red coat. 

 d. clay pipe with disposable bowl and the figure of a bearded man on the end. 

 e. iron ax head. 

 f. lots of fishing pieces, 2 lead sinkers. 

 g. the cobblestone walk way in from of the barn door, and how far it extended. 

§ Idea for future: put several items in shadow boxes or under glass in table top display or curio cabinet. Bob 
would help select pieces. 

§ Bobôs report is expected to be completed and delivered this sprint, it will be about 200 pages long.  Print cop-
ies will go to CS, the State Historic Society, Manitowoc, Historic Society, and Manitowoc Library.  We are 
working on policies and tech details for sharing our digital collections; including this great project.   

§ Information on animals and husbandry tools will add to the story of the Housebarn.  

§ An archeological program is being planned for 2022-2023. 



CS & Housebarn Hibernate for the Winter éNot! 
     So you think the Lutze Housebarn project and CS volunteers rest during the winter. Wrong!  Chris visits the House-
Barn regularly to check on it, and to study and plan for summer projects.  He also spends the winter learning and net-
working with preservation people. 
     Chris attended the National Timber Framers Guild conference in New England in Nov. and used their expertise to 
try to solve the 2nd floor rotten timber problem on the east end of the building.  In January, he went to Germany to 
study half timber buildings and to contact resource people in all areas of preservation including nogging.  As he travels 
for work, he is always stopping at museums and preservation sites to learn more. 
     Kathy will be attending the ALFHAM (Association for Living History, Farm and Agricultural Museums) national 
conference and is studying heritage landscaping and plants.  Janet plans to attend the Barns conference and is working 
on summer marketing. 
     Janet and Kathy are also on the ad-hoc advisory committee to Barns NOW. 
     Meanwhile, back at home, the Board is planning the summer schedule, contacting consultants and instructors for 
the summer, and organizing volunteer efforts.  The Sec.-Treas, Louise, and CS Accountant, Vicky, are preparing the 
budget (which is no small task).     From March 2003 

Flashes from the Past  

Chris Has an Two ñAhaò  Moments 
     CS Project Director attended the Stone Masonry Workshop at the recent Barns conference in Polk County.  He es-
pecially wanted to attend to ñlearn from the expertsò to improve our own stone masonry workshop. 
     The first ñAhaò moment was when he realized stone masonry differs so significantly in different regions. 
     Southwestern Wisconsin is an unglaciated area meaning they donôt know what a round field stone is.  Their stone is 
flat, yellow tan sand/lime stone.  Techniques are very different.  Another conference attendee was from Marquette, MI 
and they have granite rocks which presents many different concerns as well. 
       The second ñAhaò moment was when he realized he was the ñexpertò on field stone, that he could present a pro-
fessional workshop but in a different technique. (We have been telling him for years he is an expert.) 
Kathy P. also has expert knowledge on stone masonry and will be joint teaching the stone masonry workshop in June.  

CS is extremely lucky to have Chris and Kathy.  From May 2003  [Ed: did you like the ójoint teachingô pun?] 

ñPreserve It or Lose Itò 
     Thatôs the title of an article in Hobby Farms magazine, April/May 
2003, written by Maureen Blaney Flietner.  Maureen visited the Lutze 
Housebarn last summer in preparation for the article.  The article is 
about whether one should preserve the old barn or not and resources 
available to help if one decides to preserve it.  Chris Kuehnel is quoted in the article and our summer internships and 
workshops are listed. 
     Janet and Chris have copies of the magazine if you want to read more. 
     We thank Maureen for the nice publicity. 
     Other articles in the magazine include ñSaving the Farmò, ñ Stepping Back in Timeò, ñCheese Making 101ò. 

Nogging 
When one searches the web for ñnoggingò, Centreville Settlement website comes up.  It is one of the few places 
one can find out about nogging. There are several pages of this newsletter to highlight a workshop CS did in 
2005.  

Completed nogged clay packed wall. 

Nogging workshop participants 
were students in the Masters in 
Education program along with 

Sarah Lutze. 


